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A Look Back in Time 
Women’s Center, Inc, dba North Idaho Violence Prevention Center 

 
In 1976, 3 families in Coeur d’Alene opened their homes to victims of domestic 
abuse.  They were called safe houses and were made available through law 
enforcement, churches and the hospital. 
 
A year later the Women’s Center was incorporated and their first project was rape 
crisis victim services.  This was able to happen with the support of the Kootenai 
County Deputy’s Association, Coeur d’Alene Police Officers’ Association and the 
Coeur d’Alene Teachers’ Association. 
 
In addition to the various services that the Center provided there was a public 
outreach focus in the late 70’s.  The project called “An Alternative to Child Abuse” 
was started during this period. 
 
1983 brought a two-bedroom apartment shelter through the Alternatives to 
Domestic Violence Program.  Within a year the Women’s Center rented a larger 
shelter for battered women and children.  It had 5 bedrooms and 2 baths and was 
fully staffed. 
 
An Alternative to Child Abuse was growing as the needs became greater and 
public awareness spread.  Advocacy for Child Abuse, Ident-a-kid and training for 
volunteers was implemented. A schools program was added. 
 
The Coeur d’Alene Eye clinic donated funds in 1986 to the Rape Crisis program to 
pay for pagers and eventually a telephone line. 
 
Grant funding in 1988 had grown to include Law Enforcement & Family violence, 
Burlington Northern, Chicago Resources, Spokane Inland Empire and the United 
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Way.  Four Chaplains were made available through the sheriff’s dept for suicide 
and domestic violence calls. 
 
 
As a result of funding through the Federal Violence Against Women Act several 
paid positions were added in 1996.  These included a court advocate, volunteer 
coordinator, administrative assistant, clinical services coordinator, on-call hospital 
advocate, a full time shelter manager and a part time bookkeeper. 
 
In 1997 the Center received the award for Outstanding Victim Service Agency in 
the state from the Idaho Council – the same year that the Center, with the 
assistance of Soroptimist, purchased a 5 bedroom two bath home for use as an 
emergency shelter accommodating 15 women and children. 
 
2000 brought further growth   - The Soroptimist Children’s Counselling Center was 
made possible when Soroptimist International of Coeur d’Alene committed to 
supporting the program at $20,000 per year for five years.  This counselling 
program continues to be supported by Soroptimist. 
 
A successful Byrne Grant, was written by the Sexual Assault Program along with 
the Coeur d’Alene Police Dept., bringing the Med Scope to Kootenai Medical 
Center to be used for Sexual Assault victim examinations.  
 
Children’s Advocacy was funded through the Boeing Corporation for children 
staying in our shelter.  
 
The Center opened its Thrift store doors for the first time, averaging sales of about 
$150/day.  2000 was really quite a year! 
 
In 2001 the American Medical Association reported a horrific statistic – the 
leading cause of death in pregnant women is now homicide.  The Idaho Council on 
domestic Violence and victim Assistance gave the Center funds from a Nine West 
price fixing settlement to focus on prevention, education and help to women who 
are pregnant and being battered.   
 
In the same year Friends of the Center fund raising committee was formed and 
raised over $22,000, $10,000 of which was used to create Kidz Korner at the 
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shelter.  They also wrote a grant request to the Coeur d’Alene Rotary Club for 
$5629 to provide egress windows and a fence for the shelter. 
 
 
A security system was installed at the shelter in 2002 using funds raised by the 
Friends Committee. 
 
Idaho Council on Domestic Violence Victim Assistance awarded $294,683 to the 
Center, the largest grant received up to that point. 
 
In July 2003, Friends of the Center obtain a donation of a house from John and Joy 
Richards & Idaho Forest Industries.  $75,000 was received from the sale of the 
house allowing the shelter’s mortgage to be paid off.   
 
September 2003 the Center participated in a National “Get Carded” campaign at 
North Idaho College, providing wallet cards with information about the National 
Sexual Assault Hotline along with tips to reduce the risk of sexual assault to 
students. 
 
The Center moved to its current location at 850 N 4th Street in 2005, the same 
year that a cooperative agreement with Kootenai Humane Society – Safe Haven 
For Pets program began and local men volunteered to participate in a fundraiser, 
Walk A Mile In Her Shoes. 
 
2006 saw the kick-off of a new program - Men Today Men Tomorrow - focusing on 
having great male role models, the first annual Region 1 Teen Dating Violence 
Summit, and the first time “Healthy Relationships,” a new curriculum, was 
presented in local schools. 
 
Although remaining incorporated under The Women’s Center, Inc, a name change 
was made in 2010 and the Center became known as North Idaho Violence 
Prevention Center in an effort to better represent our larger client base.   
 
Spearheaded by Kootenai Health Foundation and in a cooperative venture with 
local law enforcement agencies, Post Falls advocates, Department of Health and 
Welfare, CASA, Kootenai Health, our agency and the prosecutor’s office plans for a 
Child Advocacy Center were begun in 2010 and in September 2012 the doors 
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opened on this facility in a location provided by Kootenai Health and staffed by 
NIVPC now Safe Passage. 
 
 
In October 2012 a grant was awarded enabling a Domestic Violence Court in 
Kootenai County.  The DV court started in April 2013 and a component of this 
grant provides funds for the Center’s Court Advocate to work closely with the 
court system, promoting enhanced victim safety and offender accountability.  Out 
of 200 Domestic Violence Courts nationwide, Idaho administers 8 of them!   
 
 
May 2014 - Katie Coker became the Executive Director, coming from the YWCA of 
Spokane, where she previously was the Director of Grants and Contracts and 
helped fund a comprehensive domestic violence program. Katie also served 
as Executive Director of the Spokane AIDS Network from 2009-2012. She began 
her non-profit career as a Peace Corps Volunteer serving in West Africa from 
1999-2002. After finishing the Peace Corps, Katie continued working abroad with 
the World Food Program and Catholic Relief Services for another 7 years. She 
holds a Bachelor's Degree from the University of Washington and a Master's 
Degree from Brandeis University.    
 
In 2015 with the generous help from Hanna Advertising NIVPC rebranded to 
become Safe Passage.  
 
In 2016 Safe Passage officially took over all operations and oversight of the 
Children’s Advocacy Center. Where there is a full time forensic interviewer and 
family advocate on staff.  
 
In 2017 Chauntelle Lieske became the Executive Director of Safe Passage. She 
came from the YWCA of Spokane as their Associate Director of Legal Services over 
seeing all legal services the YWCA offered including the Civil Legal Department. 
She has 13 years of experience in working with survivors of domestic and sexual 
violence.  
 
Today the agency provides services through three main buckets: Safety, Resiliency 
and Empowerment. Offering a 24 hour hotline, court advocacy, emergency 
shelter, hospital advocacy, the Children’s Advocacy Center and programs for teen 
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education. There are about 25 people employed with the agency at three different 
locations.  
 
 


